
 

pKa Values of highly acidic IDPi catalysts in acetonitrile and 1,2-dichloroethane from 

 

Highly Acidic though Electron-Rich Brønsted Acids Accelerate 

Asymmetric Pictet–Spengler Reactions by Virtue of Stabilizing Cation-

π Interactions 
Manuel J. Scharf, Nobuya Tsuji, Monika M. Lindner, Markus Leutzsch, Märt Lõkov, Elisabeth Parman, 

Ivo Leito, Benjamin List 

 

J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2024, 146, 28339−28349 

https://doi.org/10.1021/jacs.4c09421 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4. Experimental pKa values and general structure-acidity relationships in IDPi 

catalysts. 
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