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This is short illustrated instruction regarding refilling acetone (e.g. for washing your labware) bottles.  

In November 2017, a 200 L barrel of acetone was purchased from a company APChemicals (99.5% purity, price 

0.98 €/L + VAT 20%). The big blue plastic barrel is located in the 4th floor storage room 4014. Prof. Ivo Leito paid 

for it, so everybody from the analytical chemistry labs can use it. You do not have to fill in a diary when you take 

acetone from the barrel, but in case the 200 L barrel is close to becoming empty, you should notify Ivo Leito, 

Agnes Kütt or Lauri Toom. Then we can start arranging for refilling the barrel. 

1) Go to the storage 

room 4014. The acetone 

barrel  should normally 

be closed with a cap and 

the pump should be out 

from the barrel. 

2) Open the screw cap by 

turning it anti-clockwise. 

 

3) Put the hand-pump 

with the intake tube 

pointing down-wards 

into the barrel and press 

it slightly down to get a 

tight attachment. In case 

the acetone level is lower 

than the length of the 

intake tube, then use a 

tube extension that you 

can find in the cardboard 

box. 

4) There is a switch 

behind the ball of the 

hand-pump. In order to 

start the pumping the 

knob should be pointing 

up, otherwise the 

pressure would not build 

up in the barrel while 

pumping. 

   
5) Place your refill bottle 

below the outlet of the 

pump.  

6) Start transferring 

acetone by squeezing 

repeatedly the red ball of 

the hand-pump. Initially 

it takes a few squeezes 

before acetone starts 

flowing. If the flow does 

not start, check if the 

pump is tightly attached, 

the release knob was 

pointing upwards or if 

the acetone level in the 

barrel was high enough 

for the intake tube to 

reach below the surface. 

7) When your refill bottle 

is becoming full, you can 

quickly stop the flow by 

pressing the knob behind 

the pump downwards. 

This releases the 

pressure in the barrel 

and flow stops.  

8) Wait until the flow has 

completely stopped, 

then remove your refill 

bottle, remove the pump 

from barrel, put it laying 

on the barrel and close 

the barrel with the screw 

cap. 

 

    
 


